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Meeting This Moral Moment

The Stakes for Our Democracy Will Demand What NETWORK Has to Offer

who loves and cherishes the promise of an inclusive

and pluralistic democracy, as the U.S. has at differ-
ent times aspired to be. We experienced a daily deluge of
immoral, racist, and oppressive government actions, unleashed
by an administration whose recklessness and cruel policy agen-
da are an assault on the values that NETWORK and justice-
seekers everywhere hold dear.

We are living history, and the NETWORK community
must—and will—meet the moment in 2026. We are clear-eyed
and speak the truth of what is happening: the Trump adminis-
tration is rapidly consolidating authoritarian power to shame-
lessly enrich themselves and the corporations and billionaires
who bend the knee and take from the people.

The three branches of our government are meant to ensure
a check on executive power. But Congress and the Supreme
Court are allowing unchecked presidential power to drag our
country toward dictatorship. We know there is another way.
With a functioning democracy, we can and will have the col-
lective capacity to achieve policies that support ourselves, our
families, and our communities so that everyone can thrive.

NETWORK is reading the signs of the times and knows
the stakes. Our north star is—and has been for a half century—
our foundresses’ mission to effect federal policy change for the
common good. This advocacy can only continue to be effective
if we have a functioning democracy, one where lawmakers are
responsive to the people—including our community of advo-

Last year was an unimaginably tough year for anyone

cates—rather than to an authoritarian leader.

Our work in 2026 cannot be business as usual. We need to
do our part to save democracy with a focus on power building,
policy impacts, voter engagement, free and fair elections, and a
peaceful transition of power. If we lose our democracy to dic-
tatorship, we lose the conditions necessary for NETWORK to
do our sacred work for good. With all of you, we will meet this
existential moment.

We know we are prepared because of all you have shown
up over and over again for justice. Throughout last year’s chaos,
you, our NETWORK community, responded with clarity and
resolve. You are a wise, outspoken, and emphatic moral voice
with the proven integrity and expertise that so many people in
our country rely on and trust.

At every turn, you met this moral moment — advocating
for policies that protect human dignity, organizing and accom-

Laurie Carafone

panying members of your community, amplifying our
Spirit-filled message, and directly supporting and sus-
taining us in our work.

There is much to do in this midterm election year,
with so much at stake for our issues and our democracy. The
poet Mary Oliver, in her poem “The Summer Day; writes, “Tell
me, what else should I have done?... Tell me, what is it you plan
to do with your one wild and precious life?”

At NETWORK, we are going to make the most of our lives
in 2026, together. We will not do anything alone — it will take
many people and organizations doing their own part to suc-
ceed. But we must do our part with a clear understanding of our
gifts and goals. So what is ours to do as NETWORK?

With a functioning democracy, we can and will
have the collective capacity to achieve policies
that support ourselves, our families, and our
communities so that everyone can thrive.

First, we need to reach more Catholics — calling in all who
value living in a free society, no matter what other policy posi-
tions or beliefs we hold. We need to communicate clearly and
effectively, grounding our work in the Catholic Social Justice
teaching that undergirds all of NETWORK’s values.

Second, we need to strengthen our advocacy effectiveness
to respond to this unique moment. We will need to train and
focus our advocates on strategic actions essential to preserving
democracy.

Third, we need to continue our core issues advocacy. It is
critical that we keep this going so that we can pressure lawmak-
ers to stave off further harm and prepare the way for gains we can
make when we have a functioning three-branch government.

We know that our country needs what NETWORK has to
offer—not only our advocacy, but the vision of universal human
thriving that our policy agenda offers. These are the gifts we of-
fer now, at this moral moment. Thank you for being an essential
part of this community, contributing in whatever way is right

for you. We are in this together.

Laurie Carafone is NETWORK's Executive Director.
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| quotables |

Notable Quotables

What justice-seekers have been saying this quarter

“This hag now tvrned to
what ovr 5rca+e§+ fear ig
... around ICE, that
this will be vsed as an

“Bvery day, we ¢ee

how progirams like the
ACH and Medicaid allow
families acvross the US.
to 59"’ and stay healthy,
see the doctor, and
afford eyezlasses for
their kids. We know the
ACA Prcmium tax creditg
work. We ¢ee how ‘Hﬂeb’
make ovr communities
healthier, more
stable, and more
vibrant”

— Catholic Sisters and Associates in a
letter to Congress, Oct. 22, 2025

anti—civilian force that
ha¢ no aooovn‘f‘abi“‘h?.”

— Rep. Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez
in response to the killing of Renee Good
by an Immigration and Customs
Enforcement (ICE) agent in Minneapolis.

nvtrition are bagic hvman ri

on Oct. 30, 2025

“Those in;Pchal by trve
ohari‘h? know full well that
almsziving. does not absolve 0

’rh?ooréf;e‘l'cnf avthorities f
of their respongibilities,
eliminate the alu‘h' of
59\/ernmon’r inghtvhong

to care for the poov, or
detract from rightful
efforts to ensure Ju; ice.

— Pope Leo XIV in his first apostolic exhortation,
Dilexi Te, signed on Oct. 4, 2025

“These are not demandg

eed. These are

demands for dewnoq.
These are workers who
ave Simply [asking] to be
treated with the rcgfcof

that ‘qubl deserve.

— New York City Mayor-Elect Zohran
Mamdani joining striking Starbucks
workers, Dec. 1,2025
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“We can do better. Health and
...
a workable ¢olvtion i¢ at hand.”

— NETWORK Fellow Ralph McCloud at the People’s Pantry
“While They Build Ballrooms, We Feed the People” event

"E\/erb’ voter regj‘;‘h'aﬁon
raprcgcn‘l"; a person who
1S r&aoh’ 1o hold P&ople in
power accovntable. E\/e/n’
ballot cast 1S a reminder
that thig oowrhfb’ belongs
to all of vg, not Jud’ the
Pri\/ilc d few!

— NETWORK Coston Fellow Mia Lazo, in a
Nov. 5, 2025 reflection for NETWORK

“Millions of
Americans who
5aineal affordable
health care will
either lose insurance
or pay Qigniﬁoanﬂq higher
Pramiumc. th] 18
there money for weapons,
protection for legicla’rorc,
Prigong and detention
centers, but not for

the health of children,
seniors, and vvork,ing_——olagg
citizens?”

— NETWORK supporter Sr. Carren Herring in a

Letter to the Editor published in the Cincinnati
Enquirer edition on Nov. 20, 2025



Left to right: Billionaire Elon Musk, House Speaker Mike Johnson, White House Deputy Chief of Staff Stephen Miller, Pope Leo XIV, Homeland Security Secretary Kristi Noem,
President Donald Trump, Vice President J.D. Vance

Feast or Fascism

Authoritarian and Economic Oppression Perpetuate One Another,
and Catholic Social Justice Offers the Antidote

BY DON CLEMMER

he first year of the second Trump administration saw

an alarming abandonment of the traditional checks and

balances that have guarded against the descent of U.S.
democracy into an authoritarian state. These included bra-
zenly illegal acts by the executive branch with no oversight or
accountability; aggressively cruel immigration enforcement de-
signed to strike terror in communities; targeted prosecutions
of President Trump’s political adversaries; and countless other
offenses.

But alongside these horrors, another factor surfaced time
and again: the economic oppression that accompanies the cor-
ruption and intentional inequity of an authoritarian regime.
Whether it’s the shutdown of USAID, trillions in tax cuts for
the ultra-wealthy while gutting food and healthcare programs
from the federal budget, or the invasion of a sovereign country
while openly planning to harvest its oil reserves, the consolida-

tion of absolute power is both a cause and effect of the strato-
spheric divide between the ultra-rich and everyone else.

“We're in big trouble,” Pope Leo said about the prospect of
Elon Musk becoming the world’s first trillionaire. Following the
stunning election of a U.S.-born pope, the first major teaching
document from Pope Leo XIV focused on love for people im-
pacted by poverty. In that document, Dilexi Te, the pope cites
the words of Pope Francis about economic inequity: “A new tyr-
anny is being born, invisible and often virtual, which unilateral-
ly and relentlessly imposes its own laws and rules.”

‘Made poor’

“Almost all people in the U.S. have experienced dehumaniza-
tion from our nation’s current systems of community-harming
oppression. Their main tools are fear, scarcity, and isolation,”

(continued on page 6)
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says NETWORK Executive Director Laurie Carafone. She
notes that the right-wing media ecosystem pushes narratives
promoting resource hoarding, hatred, racism, sexism, and xe-
nophobia. The cultural fallout has been predictably disastrous.

“We are made poor when we no longer see our neighbor
as ourselves; when we no longer allow ourselves to be open to
seeing our own poverty and when we physically isolate those
society identifies as materially poor,” says says Jennifer Stallbau-
mer-Rouyer, a social worker and NETWORK advocate in Kan-
sas City, Missouri. “When we look behind this person, however,
we see an entire system that perpetuates poverty and the lies
that accompany it.”

Sr. Beatrice Haines

6

“Most troubling to me is the obvious effort to
demonize immigrants,” says Sr. Beatrice Haines,
OLVM, based in Hungtington, Indiana. She sees
this as a clear “effort to disparage people of col-
or and create an ‘us versus them’ situation. ‘“They’
then are perceived as the cause of my economic
situation.” She cites the passage of the GOP’s “Big
Bad Budget Bill” as one bitter fruit of this narrative.

NETWORK Fellow Ralph McCloud, who led the Catholic
Campaign for Human Development—the U.S. bishops’ domes-
tic anti-poverty program—for 16 years, has encountered atti-
tudes against marginalized communities and sees clearly how
they manifest in U.S. politics.

“There is the temptation that God intends for people to be
poor, minorities to be separate, wars to happen, famine to exist,
and that it is all happening because it is God’s will and there is
nothing that can be done. So we live in apathy, despair, and, in
some cases, pious and devout glee”

Letting these attitudes fester in politics and culture, Mc-
Cloud says, directly led to the erosion of the foundational sys-
tems of U.S. democracy.

“We neglected to recognize that our systems are so frag-
ile that without intentional and deliberate care, authoritarian
and selfish stakeholders can attack them and strategically place
themselves in positions of power that can destroy decades of
progress and erase significant gains.”

NETWORK Executive Director Laurie Carafone stands with NETWORK Fellow Ralph
McCloud at the October 30 People’s Pantry event in front of the USDA in Washington.

NETWORK, Federal Unionist Network, Indivisible, and Free DC sponsored the event in
solidarity with federal employees and people across the country who are suffering.

The pope and some hope

As the leading American voice providing a moral vision on the
world stage, Pope Leo offers hope with his witness and a cri-
tique of the ideas that have enabled the dangerous state of his
home country’s political moment.

“At a time when we see a rise in Christian nationalist sen-
timent in the U.S. and we are seeing domestic hunger and the
number of people who can no longer afford healthcare increase

“We are made poor when
we no longer see our
neighbor as ourselves!”

JENNIFER STALLBAUMER-ROUYER

LAURIE CARAFONE

‘Almost all people in the U.S. have experienced dehumanization from
our nation’s current systems of community—harming oppression.”
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RALPH MCCLOUD

“We neglected to recognize that our systems are so fragile that without
intentional and deliberate care, authoritarian and selfish stakeholders
can attack them and strategically place themselves in positions of
power that can destroy decades of progress and erase significant gains.’

... it is crucial that a clear moral teaching about poverty come
from the highest authority in the church,” says Lexington, Ken-
tucky Bishop John Stowe, OFM Conv.

“Our English-speaking pope has provided a document ...
with crystal clarity for American readers that asserts ... that in-
difference to people in need anywhere in the world is contrary
to our faith”

Perhaps most crucially, Pope Leo directly takes on the eco-
nomic philosophies that have led this government to abdicate its
responsibility to promote the thriving of all people through policy.

“At times, pseudo-scientific data are invoked to support the
claim that a free market economy will automatically solve the
problem of poverty;” the pope writes in Dilexi Te.

He adds, “[A]lmsgiving does not absolve the competent au-
thorities of their responsibilities, eliminate the duty of govern-
ment institutions to care for the poor, or detract from rightful
efforts to ensure justice.”

\1///
A
-
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Committing U.S. politics to a sense of the common good
and universal solidarity, necessary to defeating an authori-
tarian regime, requires the same actions as taking on fascism
directly.

“Countering all this destruction fueled by fear, scapegoat-
ing, and isolation requires real efforts to forge strong commu-
nity; says Carafone.

Rooted in her community, Stallbaumer-Rouyer hasn’t giv-
en up on the prospect of recovering a better politics.

“I have hope for re-imagining something different that can
be forged out of recognition, repentance, reconciliation, and
solidarity. This work is a marathon, not a sprint,” she says. “If
we look beyond ourselves and our given situation, we might just
see a flash of abundance, not scarcity. We will see that we are all
in need of care and filling up”

Check out NETWORK'’s Dilexi Te
Reflection Guide

This resource offers justice-seekers
a way to reflect on how the pope’s
call guides and nourishes our work

for An Economy for All, as well
as how can we can live out this
call in our homes, parishes, and
communities across our country.

networkadvocates.org/dilexi-te/
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| our spirit-filled network |

(left) NETWORK Executive
Director Laurie Carafone
meets former United
Nations Secretary-Gener-
al Ban Ki-moon during an
event in late September.

(right) Sr. Bridget Bearss,
RSCJ, Sr. Carol Zinn,

SSJ Ph.D., and Sr. Eilis
McCulloh, HM participate
in a protest against ICE
on October 22, 2025 in
Washington, D.C.

(middle row left) Fran Eskin—Royer of the Sisters of the
Good Shepherd National Advocacy Center and Susan
Gunn of the Maryknoll Office for Global Concerns speak
in front of Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE)
Headquarters in Washington as part of the One Church,
One Family: Catholic Public Witness for Immigrants cam-
paign. Throughout October and November, Catholics
across the county who participated in this campaign
held more than 120 events.

(middle row right) NETWORK staff and faith partners
gather on Capitol Hill on November 4, 2025 to deliver an

interfaith letter signed by more than 240 leaders of faith
groups nationwide. The letter urged lawmakers and the
White House to find a bipartisan solution to end the
government shutdown and resolve the food and health-
care insecurity affecting millions of people in the U.S.

(left) Sr. Carol Coston Fellows (from left) Leslie Gracia,
Steven Perez, Mia Lazo, Jonathan Alcantara, and Jacka-
lope Labbe of NETWORK's Young Advocates Leadership
Lab (Y.A.L.L.) meet with staff for Senator Elizabeth War-
ren (D-MA) at the Hart Senate Office Building during
the Ignatian Family Teach—in for Justice the weekend of

8 Connection First Quarter 2026 November 15, 2025.




| our spirit-filled network |

(above) Senator Richard Durbin
(D-IL) speaks as Greisa Martinez
Rosas, Executive Director of United
We Dream, looks on at the Dec 4
introduction of the Dream Act in
Congress. This bill, which NETWORK Diana Pliego of National Immigration Law Center (left) and Jose Arnulfo
endorses, would provide a path to Cabrera of Chirla (right) join NETWORK Senior Government Relations Manag-
citizenship for young immigrants er Giovana Oaxaca at the U.S. Capitol for the introduction of the Dream Act

who came to the U.S. as children. on December 4.

(right) Chelsea Puckett, NETWORK
Youth and Young Adult Mobiliza-
tion Coordinator, presents at an ad-
vocacy training held by NETWORK
at the Ignatian Family Teach—in for
Justice in November in Washington.
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For the Long Haul

Practicing the Active Virtue of Hope in a Time of Crisis

uring my community’s recent annual meeting, we start-
D ed our time together with a reflection on hope and beau-
ty offered by our chaplain. At lunch that day, our table
conversation continued, and one of my sisters turned to me and
said, “I don’t know how you stay hopeful, doing the work you do”
She was referring to the terrible budget bill that was, at the
time, on the threshold of passing the Senate. She was referring to
the masked U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement agents
kidnapping people from streets across our country. She was re-
ferring to our nation’s descent into fascism and authoritarianism.
And I understand why it’s hard to stay hopeful. The dam-
ages are real. People will lose their lives. People are already be-
ing torn out of their communities, and it will only get worse as
ICE’s budget just got a massive increase. Sometimes I get lost
in those realities, too.

We owe it to ourselves, our family and friends,
and our neighbors who have been pushed to the
margins of our society to remain hopeful because

that hope is what keeps us able to continue
fighting for the liberation of all creation. To stay
hopeful, we have to stay active and grounded in
community. We have to tell the truth.

Yet I stay hopeful because I see reasons to be hopeful every
day. I see people waking up. Our local “No Kings” rally on June
14 had well over twice as many people attend as the “Hands
Off” rally did just a few months before — nearly 1,000 people
showed up in Terre Haute, Indiana.

I see people jumping in to learn new skills, to do things
they’ve never done before because they know that the stakes are
so high that they have to do something.

I've seen community threads wind tighter as people gather
to grieve, to build, to fight and to celebrate.

Together, we have built community among people who
come together to fight back against authoritarianism and build
a community of mutual care in our own backyards.

We are fighting back in big ways and small ways. We are
refusing to let the fascists win.

10
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I see it across the country every day through my daily work
with NETWORK. I work closely with passionate groups of in-
dividuals across six states who have had meetings with legisla-
tors, who have coordinated rallies and local prayer vigils, who
have written letters to the editor and taken to social media to
advocate for an economy that works for all of us.

Together, NETWORK Advocates made nearly 2,500 calls to
members of Congress about the budget bill, had more than 150
meetings with congressional staffers, had 12 letters to the editor
or op—eds published in their local newspapers, coordinated or
co-sponsored local prayer vigils and rallies, and showed up in
droves to local events in their own communities.

We often talk at NETWORK about hope as an active vir-
tue, and it's not an empty platitude. Perhaps I'm actually in a
uniquely privileged position to be able to see on a daily basis all
the reasons to be hopeful in the midst of such tragedy.

I'm reminded of a story Christopher Pramuk, one of my
former professors, told me when I interviewed him recently for
an episode of my community’s JUSTus podcast. He shared a
writing assignment he offered to some students of his. He asked
the question about Billie Holiday’s song “Strange Fruit,” about
whether there was anything hopeful in the song. One student
reflected that there was nothing hopeful in the song but that
singing the song — telling the truth — was itself a hopeful act.
He later learned that this student was a survivor of sex traffick-
ing, a fact that I think makes her reflection all the more potent.

We owe it to ourselves, our family and friends, and our
neighbors who have been pushed to the margins of our soci-
ety to remain hopeful because that hope is what keeps us able
to continue fighting for the liberation of all creation. To stay
hopeful, we have to stay active and grounded in community. We
have to tell the truth.

And when we defeat the fascists, there will be work to do
to rebuild a society that truly works for all. We can’t go back to
business as usual — there was already too much devastation in
the world before the fascists took over. Are you in it with me for
the long haul?

Sr. Emily TeKolste, SP, is NETWORKs Grassroots
Mobilization Coordinator. This column originally
appeared in Global Sisters Report.




A Year in Reverse

Chaos, Crisis, and Complicity

olding the White House, the Senate, and the House
Hof Representatives offers a political party a chance to

achieve historic legislative goals. But the first session of
the 119th Congress instead saw the Trump administration take
centerstage, issuing an onslaught of constitutionally question-
able executive actions and dictating what issues moved forward
in Congress. Rather than function as an independent branch
of government, the Republican-controlled Congress gave up its
power and stayed in lockstep with the Administration.

In the first half of 2025, the White House engaged in a
“shock and awe” strategy: a cascade of executive orders de-
signed to remake the federal government without authorization
of Congress. First was the “Department of Government Effi-
ciency (DOGE),” led by Elon Musk, whose unvetted staff had
unfettered access to federal agencies, as well as our country’s
most sensitive information.

Republicans in Congress offered no public resistance to
this destruction, and their silence grew louder as the Adminis-
tration decimated federal agencies, zeroed out spending appro-
priated by Congress, engaged in mass firings of civil servants,
and harassed public officials who refused to take direction from
the president.

The first action taken by Congress was passing the Laken
Riley Act. Debate on the bill repeated unfounded rhetoric as-
sociating immigrants with violent crime. The law now serves as
a legal framework exploited by the Department of Homeland
Security to bypass basic due process rights for immigrants in
terrifying raids and kidnappings across the country.

In March, the bill to fund the federal government through
September was a partisan proposal that added money for de-
fense spending, slashed funds for vital human needs programs,
and cut funds for the District of Columbia. House leaders
worked closely with the Administration to pass the bill with
their slim majority, then sent all House members back to their
districts to try to force the Senate to pass the bill without chang-
es. Their cruel strategy worked, with Senate Democrats provid-
ing votes for final passage.

The signature legislative achievement of the Trump admin-
istration and leaders in Congress was the budget bill signed into
law on July 4, which contained Trump’s two major spending ob-
jectives: a $4 trillion tax cut for large corporations and wealthy
donors, as well as $170 billion of new funding for a major ex-
pansion of deportation and detention infrastructure.

In the budget law, Republicans paid for tax cuts for the rich
and the deportation of our neighbors by gutting healthcare and
food programs. They cut $1.1 trillion from Medicaid and the
Affordable Care Act. It is the largest rollback of federal support
for health care in U.S. history. Congress also cut the Supple-
mental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP) —our country’s
largest investment in food security—by $187 billion. The new
budget law balloons the deficit by over $3 trillion.

Conflict arose in September over the enhanced Afford-
able Care Act (ACA) premium tax credits, set to expire at the
end of 2025. These credits make healthcare affordable for 24
million people, and premiums for 2026 were already set to
increase by at least 114 percent. Democrats attempted to use
a funding bill—which are traditionally bipartisan—to fix the
crisis before ACA enrollment began in November. Repub-
lican leaders and the Trump administration refused to act.
Speaker Mike Johnson kept the House on recess for an un-
precedented eight weeks, only calling members back to vote
on a partisan stopgap bill to end the shutdown without saving
the tax credits.

Democrats in the Senate urged their Republican colleagues
to pass a funding bill with an extension of the credit. To pres-
sure Senate Democrats to accept the partisan bill, the Admin-
istration, for the first time in history, illegally withheld food as-
sistance for hungry people, stopped payments to low-income
people for heating assistance, and more.

Republicans in Congress remained silent about the Admin-
istration’s cruel and illegal actions. A handful of Democrats in
the Senate finally relented and voted to open the government.
Meanwhile, the healthcare issue remained unresolved and 24
million working people entered 2026 with skyrocketing health
costs.

Republican leaders in Congress failed the American peo-
ple this year. They prioritized the interests of the wealthy over
everyone else. They remained silent as the president abused
his powers, hypermilitarized our cities, and targeted political
opponents for prosecution. Their silence and complicity weak-
ened our democracy.

Laura Peralta-Schulte is NETWORK’s Senior
Director of Public Policy and Government
Relations.
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The bill mandates the unnecessary apprehension and detention
of undocumented immigrants convicted of or only arrested for
certain crimes, including low-level misdemeanor offenses such
as shoplifting, while expanding state and local authority to sue
the federal government for failure to enforce immigration laws.
U.S. immigration law already mandates detention of people who
have committed serious crimes.

NETWORK position: Nay
Passed Senate on July 1, 2025, 50-50 with Vice President voting Yea

H.R. 1968 funded the federal government through September
30, 2025. The bill increased defense spending while cutting
non-defense spending, fostering underinvestment in social pro-
grams, public health, education, and other critical services. The
bill also restricted the District of Columbia from spending $1
billion of its local budget for FY2025.

NETWORK position: Nay
Passed Senate on March 14, 2025, 54-46

The Dissemination of Deepfake Intimate Images Act seeks to
combat the nonconsensual distribution of digitally altered or
sexually explicit “deepfake” images—especially those involving
minors or public figures—by making it a federal crime to know-
ingly publish, or threaten to publish, online Al-generated deep-
fakes. The bill establishes criminal penalties, authorizes victims
to seek civil damages, and directs online platforms to remove
reported material within 48 hours. It is the first successful federal
bill to regulate frontier Al

NETWORK position: Yea
Passed Senate on February 13, 2025, by Unanimous Consent

12
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This sweeping 2025 reconciliation package permanently extend-
ed 2017 tax cuts for wealthy individuals and large corporations
costing $5 trillion. It expanded funding for immigration en-
forcement, border infrastructure, and deportation operations by
over $170 billion. It partially paid for this by making cuts to vital
healthcare and food programs. Programs impacted by cuts were
SNAP, by $187 billion, and Medicaid and the Affordable Care
Act, by $1 trillion. The bill also ended the Direct File program, a
free tax preparation program that helped low-income taxpayers
who qualify to access the Child Tax Credit and the Earned In-
come Tax Credit.

NETWORK position: Nay
Passed Senate on July 1, 2025, 50-50 with Vice President voting Yea

This bill rescinded $115 billion in previously appropriated funds
on major domestic initiatives including climate and clean ener-
gy programs from the Inflation Reduction Act, IRS moderniza-
tion funds, and student-debt relief allocations. Appropriations
for several international hunger, displacement, and refugee ac-
counts were also rescinded. Bipartisan majorities of Congress
had approved these funds through the appropriations process.

NETWORK position: Nay
Passed Senate on July 17, 2025, 51-48

This bill was a short-term stopgap funding measure enacted to
end the federal government shutdown. The bill temporarily ex-
tended federal agency funding at FY 2025 levels through January
2026. It failed, however, to extend the enhanced Affordable Care
Act premium tax credits that expired at the end of 2025. This
impacts access to healthcare for 24 million American. It also
failed to put guardrails in place to prevent the president from
impounding federal funds that communities are owed.

NETWORK position: Nay
Passed Senate on November 10, 2025, 60-40

This is a bill to extend the enhanced Affordable Care Act premi-
um tax credit for 3 years.

NETWORK position: Yea
Cloture vote on December 11, 2025 failed, 51-48
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FLORIDA

Moody (R)
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Warnock (D)

HAWAII
Hirono (D)
Schatz (D)
IDAHO
Crapo (R)
Risch (R)
ILLINOIS
Duckworth (D)
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MONTANA
Daines (R)
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NEVADA
Cortez Masto (D)
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Hassan (D)
Shaheen (D)
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Booker (D)
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Tillis (R)
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Cramer (R)
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Moreno (R)
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Mullin (R)
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Fetterman (D)
McCormick (R)

RHODE ISLAND
Reed (D)
Whitehouse (D)

SOUTH CAROLINA
Graham (R)
Scott, Tim (R)
SOUTH DAKOTA
Rounds (R)
Thune (R)

TENNESSEE
Blackburn (R)
Hagerty (R)

TEXAS
Cornyn (R)
Cruz (R)
UTAH
Curtis (R)
Lee (R)

VERMONT
Sanders (1)
Welch (D)

VIRGINIA
Kaine (D)
Warner (D)
WASHINGTON
Cantwell (D)
Murray (D)
WEST VIRGINIA
Capito (R)
Justice (R)
WISCONSIN
Baldwin (D)
Johnson (R)
WYOMING
Barrasso (R)
Lummis (R)

SENATE VOTES SCORED

119" Congress — 1Session

n Laken Riley Act

Full-Year Continuing Appropria-
tions and Extensions Act, 2025

B TAKE IT DOWN Act

An act to provide for reconciliation
pursuant to Title Il of H. Con. Res. 14.

B Rescissions Act of 2025

Continuing Appropriations, Agri-
culture, Legislative Branch, Military
Construction, and Veterans Affairs,
and Extensions Act, 2026

Lower Health Care Costs Act

KEY TO VOTES

+ voted with NETWORK
- voted against NETWORK
o did not vote

| inactive/not in office

* Member didn't serve full term
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HOUSE VOTES

n Laken Riley Act (S.5) - Vote #23

See Page 12 for description.
NETWORK position: Nay
Passed House on January 22, 2025, 263-156

2 Full-Year Continuing Appropriations and
Extensions Act, 2025 (H.R.1968) - Vote #70

See Page 12 for description.

NETWORK position: Nay

Passed March 11, 2025, 217-213

SAVE Act (H.R.22) - Vote #102

This legislation would require all Americans to prove their citi-
zenship status by presenting documentation—in person—when
registering to vote or updating their voter registration informa-
tion. Only two forms of documentation are acceptable: a pass-
port or birth certificate. 140 million American citizens do not
possess a passport, and as many as 69 million women who have
taken their spouse’s name do not have a birth certificate match-
ing their legal name. Drivers licenses—including REAL IDs—as
well military or tribal IDs are not sufficient forms of documenta-
tion to prove citizenship. The “in person” requirement prevents
voter registration by mail; ends voter registration drives; and
eliminates online voter registration.

NETWORK position: Nay
Passed House on April 10, 2025, 220-208

n TAKE IT DOWN Act (5.146) - Vote #104

See Page 12 for description.
NETWORK position: Yea
Passed House on April 2025, 2025, 409-2

5 An act to provide for reconciliation pursuant to
Title Il of H. Con. Res. 14 (H.R.1) - Vote #190

See Page 12 for description.

NETWORK position: Nay

Passed House on July 3, 2025, 218-214

E Rescissions Act of 2025 (H.R. 4) - Vote #168

See Page 12 for description.
NETWORK position: Nay
Passed House on June 12, 2025, 214-212
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7 DC Criminal Reforms to Immediately Make
Everyone Safe Act of 2025 (H.R.4922) - Vote #270

The bill allows Congress to block or amend D.C. laws related to
criminal justice without Home Rule procedures. The bill also
imposes new federal mandates on local prosecution, sentencing,
and pretrial detention. Specifically, it expands mandatory min-
imum sentences, limits the D.C. Council’s authority to reform
penalties or early-release policies, and requires the U.S. Attorney
for D.C. to prioritize certain violent-crime prosecutions.

NETWORK position: Nay
Passed House on September 16, 2025, 240-179

Continuing Appropriations, Agriculture, Legislative
Branch, Military Construction and Veterans Affairs,
and Extensions Act, 2026 (H.R.5371) - Vote #285

See Page 12 for description.
NETWORK position: Nay
Passed House on November 12, 2025, 222-209

E PERMIT Act (H.R.3898) - Vote #330

This bill would weaken the Clean Water Act by limiting water
quality certifications to a narrow set of federal criteria and block-
ing consideration of cumulative pollution, downstream harms, or
environmental justice impacts. It imposes rushed deadlines that
favor industry and restricts the legal grounds on which harmful
permits can be challenged. The bill creates loopholes—exempting
agricultural runoff and pesticide applications, removing protec-
tions from wetlands, and raising thresholds for oil-spill preven-
tion. These changes would strip federal oversight from vast por-
tions of the nation’s waters, weaken accountability, and increase
risks to drinking water, ecosystems, and frontline communities.

NETWORK position: Nay
Passed House on December 11, 2025, 221-205

Protect America’s Workforce Act (H.R.2550) -
Vote #332

This bill nullifies President Trump's executive order that stripped
collective bargaining rights from large portions of the federal
workforce and restores federal employees’ right to union rep-
resentation and collective bargaining. The bill also ensures that
federal labor-management agreements in effect before the exec-
utive order remain valid through their agreed terms.

NETWORK position: Yea
Passed House on December 11, 2025, 231-195
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Steil (R)
Tiffany (R)
Van Orden (R)
Wied (R)
WYOMING
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KEY TO VOTES

voted with NETWORK
voted against NETWORK
did not vote
inactive/not in office

NV non-voting member

+++ A+t FOF A+

(D)
Gooden (R) * Member didn't serve full term

Hageman (R)

+

HOUSE VOTES SCORED

119 Congress — 1*'Session

Rescissions Act of 2025

n Laken Riley Act

Full-Year Continuing Appropriations
and Extensions Act, 2025

SAVE Act
TAKE IT DOWN Act

DC CRIMES Act of 2025
Continuing Appropriations Act, 2026

PERMIT Act

An act to provide for reconciliation

X Protect America’s Workforce Act
pursuant to Title Il of H. Con. Res. 14.
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The name "Bread & Roses” is
inspired by the 1912 mill strike
in Lawrence, Massachusetts.
Women from dozens of
immigrant communities
united to call for “bread and
roses”—not only for life’s basic
necessities, but also for dignity,
beauty, and the chance to
flourish.

Kristin Schol is NETWORK's
Major Gifts Officer. You can
reach her at:

202-601-7857
kschol@networklobby.org.

Imagining a More Just Tomorrow

The future we hope for is built by the values we choose to carry forward
today. Through a planned gift, your commitment to justice becomes
part of a lasting legacy of hope.

Planned gifts, such as bequests or gifts directed through beneficiary
designations, can be a meaningful way for you to ensure your
commitment to justice endures through NETWORK’s political ministry
for many years to come.

Supporters who make planned gifts are invited to join the
Bread & Roses Society, honoring those whose generosity
ensures NETWORK can continue advocating for human dignity
and thriving communities.

What feels like a small, thoughtful choice today becomes a lasting gift of
hope for the future of our justice movement.

Setting up a planned gift can be as simple as adding NETWORK’s name
and Tax ID in a line in a form, or including a sentence or two in your will.

You can contact me directly, and | would be happy to support your
reflection and planning process. Requesting information does not
obligate you to make a gift, and all inquiries are held in confidence.

For more information, please visit networklobby.org/plannedgiving.
Thank you for joining us in envisioning—and acting for—a Beloved
Community.

Kristin Schol
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NETWORK’s Dilexi Te Reflection Guide
1 1 1 Pope Leo XIV named his first major teaching document
In his Apostolic Exhortation,

Dilexi Te, which is Latin for“l have loved you.” In it, he

Dllexl Te, Pope Leo XIV CaHS us invites us to reject the “empire of money” and the corrupt

system that creates poverty. The pope calls us to join in

to end poverty and blllld a loving solidarity to “honor the image of God and build a
. better society.” Pope Leo signed Dilexi Te on the feast of
future where everyone thrives st francis of Assisi, October 4, 2025,

NETWORK'’s Dilexi Te Reflection Guide offers Spirit—

filled justice—seekers a way to reflect on how the pope's
www.networkadvocates.org/dilexi-te/ call guides and nourishes our work, as well as how can
we can live out this call in our homes, parishes, and
communities across our country.
l / Explore NETWORK's reflections on each chapter of
/ Dilexi Te and share the guide with friends, family, and
/ church groups. You can also download a PDF of the guide
\ // for easy sharing!
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